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INVASIVE SPECIES RESPONSIBILITIES



The Division of Plant Industry (DPI) is 
the state agency responsible for 
detecting, intercepting, identifying, and 
controlling organisms, which directly or 
indirectly threaten Florida’s agricultural, 
horticultural, and native plant resources.



In Florida, Chapter 581, F.S. and Rule 
Chapter 5B-57, F.A.C., specifically 
provide for the regulation of plant pests, 
arthropods, noxious weeds, genetically 
engineered plants or plant pest 
organisms, and biological control agents.



• Historically, agriculture has been viewed as the 
primary beneficiary of the plant regulatory system; 
however, the economic benefits of protecting plant 
resources accrue broadly.

• Freedom from invasive plant pests minimizes 
agriculture production costs while enhancing 
product quality and marketability, they also ensure 
a healthy environment and an extensive natural 
resource base.



Introduced invasive plant pests result in 
an estimated $41 billion annually in lost 
production and in prevention and control 
expenses (GAO Report, 1997). These are 
costs paid either directly or indirectly by 

the American taxpayer.
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A critical need exists for a 
comprehensive invasive plant pest 
detection system in the United States. An 
effective State and Federal partnership is 
needed to establish pest detection 
priorities and clearly define action plans 
for coordination of pest detection 
activities at the state, regional, and 
national levels. This need is underscored 
by concerns surrounding the entry and 
establishment of invasive plant pests.



Current impediments to 
developing a sound invasive 

species management plan



• Base level funding is not adequate to 
respond to the increasing number of pest 
incursions occurring throughout the state.

• There is presently no standardized formula 
in place to identify the funding 
responsibilities or partnerships between 
agencies with respect to invasive species 
activities and their resulting financial 
obligations.



• There presently is no mechanism in place 
for identifying and determining the roll of 
stakeholders or primary beneficiaries.

• Currently, the authority for regulating 
several of the state’s noxious weeds is 
divided between DACS and DEP with no 
clearly defined enforcement authority 
assigned to either agency. This situation has 
resulted in the cumbersome and ineffective 
enforcement of both agencies’ regulations. 



• A coordinated plan should be developed 
and implemented to integrate Florida efforts 
with the various databases on invasive 
species not known to occur in the U.S. with 
those of other organizations, both nationally 
and internationally.



• A proactive public out-reach plan should be 
developed and coordinated between all 
agencies involved with the control and 
elimination of introduced invasive species 
to inform and educate the public, and to 
solicit their support. 



The Division of Plant Industry  can 
provide taxonomic support to other 
agencies in the areas of insect, disease 
and plant identification.

The Division may also assist with survey 
and detection activities.


